G R E AT O C E A N WA L K

… on foot, on the
Great Ocean Walk,
you are no longer
just a spectator –
you become part
of nature, up close
and personal

S

kirting Victoria’s southern coast,
nipped in between the wild waves
of the Southern Ocean, rugged cliffs
and rainforest gullies of the Otway
Ranges, the Great Ocean Walk has earned
a reputation as one of Australia’s iconic,
nature-based activities since opening
in 2006.
The Great Ocean Road is already renowned
as one of the world’s great road trips. Driving
that sensational winding route you can
marvel at the vast expanses of ocean, towering
eucalypts, white-crested breakers and craggy
cliffs. But on foot, on the Great Ocean Walk,
you are no longer just a spectator – you
become part of nature, up close and personal.
That might mean making the first footprints
on a deserted beach, standing on the highest
coastal cliffs of mainland Australia, being
buffeted by an icy wind blowing straight
from the Antarctic, or being close-enough to
see koalas gnawing placidly on gum leaves.
Nature unfolds at every turn.

The coast is clear
Awesome views, fantastic wildlife, well-planned tracks, plenty of places
to stay – what’s to stop you heading off on the Great Ocean Walk?

By Margaret Barca

The Great Ocean Walk, now stretching
104km, is long-distance bushwalking, but not
as we know it. The walk has been developed
as a step-on, step-off trail. This approach
acknowledges that fact that some of us may
have only the time, the ability, or perhaps
the inclination, for a short stroll, while others
are in it for the long haul.
The Great Ocean Walk is planned so
that you can tackle different sections
at different times; you can do an hour,
or piece it together, camping overnight
between day walks, or be picked up and
returned to your eco-lodge, B&B or luxury
accommodation.
You can choose to immerse yourself in the
full seven-night, eight-day journey, carrying
your kit and camping overnight in the hike-in
sites maintained by Parks Victoria, which
are strategically located in dramatic settings.
As Nick Alexeyeff, Parks Victoria Ranger
for the Great Ocean Walk, says, ‘Camping
spots like Devils Kitchen and Ryans Den

Wildlife on the way
Fur seals

At Marengo Marine Sanctuary,
near the start of the walk,
fur seals haul themselves up
on the rocks, and pods of
dolphins play offshore.

Clockwise from top: the track from the
Twelve Apostles; the Johanna Beach campsite;
the forest at Elliot Ridge; walking on the sand
at rugged Johanna Beach (inset).
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Southern Right Whales

From June to September,
Southern Right Whales swim
along this coast on their
migratory route. Make your
way to the Gable Lookout,
one of the highest sea cliffs
on mainland Australia,
for a grandstand view.

Echidnas & wallabies

Echidnas are shy but there
is a good chance you will
spot one, and the cool
mountain ash forest is
also home to Black-tailed
Swamp Wallabies.

Koalas

There are plenty of koalas
snoozing in the trees,
especially around Blanket
Bay and Cape Otway
Lightstation.

Native birds

Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos
and, Gang-gang Cockatoos
can be seen and heard along
the way during summer. If you
notice any of the threatened
Hooded Plover trying to nest
on the beach, be sure to leave
them undisturbed.
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From top to bottom: picture-postcard
views are just some of the highlights of the
Walk; the walking track at Moonlight Head;
the anchor at Wreck Beach.

… you can do an hour …
or you can choose to
immerse yourself in
the full seven-night,
eight-day journey
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Fact file

have absolutely magic views of the coastline
and a fantastic sense of remoteness’.
Tour operators, and even some of the lodges,
B&Bs and other venues, are happy to arrange
pick-up and drop-off at points along the route.
Most will even pack you a picnic lunch, using
some of the region’s bounty of fresh produce,
to take on the walk.
The walk ends at its star attraction, the
Twelve Apostles, a series of limestone rock
stacks east of Port Campbell. These are best
viewed at sunrise or especially sunset, when
a thousand little penguins come in from the
sea to their homes in the dunes at the base
of the viewing area.
The flexibility of the Great Ocean
Walk has really made it accessible to a
remarkable range and number of people.
‘We’ve got lots of older and experienced
people doing the walk, which is fantastic,’
says Nick, ‘but we also have first-time walkers,
and they can do it at their own pace and fall in
love with bushwalking.’

Overnight campers must book campsites
(at least two weeks in advance of their start
date) and register their intentions. Fees apply.

Take a tour

Melbourne

Joining a tour can add another dimension to
your walk. Parks Victoria has many licensed
tour operators in the area. Check out the
Parks Victoria website, or contact local Visitor
Information Centres.

Planning your walk

… you can do an hour …
or you can choose to
immerse yourself in
the full seven-night,
eight-day journey

Nearby parks
Great Otway National Park, Port Campbell
National Park, Bay of Islands Marine Park,
Marengo Reef Marine Sanctuary

Getting there
The Great Ocean Walk stretches from Apollo
Bay to Glenample, which is 12.5km from
Port Campbell. Travel to Apollo Bay 200km
south-west of Melbourne via the Princes Fwy
(M1) to Geelong. Access is along the Great
Ocean Road (B100) or via the Princes Hwy (A1)
to Colac and over the range to the coast.
A daily bus service between Geelong, Lorne
and Apollo Bay connects with Melbourne train
services. For V/Line Country Train information
call 13 6196.

Camping
There are four drive-in camping areas
and seven hike-in only sites with shelters,
composting toilets and water tanks.
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Contact Parks Victoria to request a free copy of
the Great Ocean Walk brochure or to purchase
a Great Ocean Walk map. Otherwise you can
pick them up from a Visitor Information Centre
along the Great Ocean Road.

Contacts
www.visitvictoria.com
www.greatoceanwalk.com.au
Call Parks Victoria on 13 1963 or go to
www.parkweb.vic.gov.au.

