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Main image: A vibrantly coloured  
wall painting at Saffs Cafe
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A rich goldfields heritAge, A 
lively Art And culture scene, 

quirky shops And hip bArs 
mAke this smAll victoriAn 

city A must-see… 
WORDS: Margaret Barca



To markeT, 
To markeT

C astlemaine loves a market. In fact, your first stop should be the 
Visitor Information Centre on Mostyn Street, tucked into the 

heritage-listed 1862 former Castlemaine Market in the heart of town. 
The light-flooded building, dedicated to Ceres, the Roman Goddess of 
Harvest, is lovely and the staff are brilliant. They can answer anything 
and give lots of insider tips. There’s usually an exhibition on show, 
heritage photos and local crafts. 

Check out these must-see 
markets in Castlemaine...

Above: Tasty 
pastries at Johnny 
Baker’s Drive In; 
and (opposite page, 
top right) tasty 
treats at the Theatre 
Royal bar; and 
(above right) quirky 
collectables at the 
Restorers Barn
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Castlemaine defies easy definition. It’s definitely arty, 
but it’s also refreshingly down-to-earth. It’s a country 
town with a rich goldfields heritage, hip shops and 
some cool bars, but it’s not a tourist town. 

It’s a favourite with artists, musicians, writers, 
craftspeople and tree-changers. And it’s surrounded 
by some fabulous countryside, from gold-scarred 
landscape to stringybark forests and vineyards, with 
other historic towns and villages dotted within easy 
reach. 

Castlemaine’s broad streets date back to the gold era 
– gold was discovered in 1851 at Specimen Gully, just 
five kilometres from today’s town and as this became 
one of the world’s richest alluvial goldfields, money 
also flowed in. 

You can see many fine 19th century buildings, such 
as the splendid Town Hall in Lyttleton Street, 
heritage hotels, churches and historic houses in 
rambling gardens. 

ROYAL CHARMS
In Hargraves Street, you’ll see one of the town’s star 
turns, the Theatre Royal. Established in 1854, when 
the goldfields were humming, the theatre has 

  In Hargraves Street, you’ll see  
one of the town’s star turns,  

the Theatre Royal...

interior and luxurious bespoke fashion by designer 
and marvellous seamstress, Audra. Afghan Crafts has 
traditional rugs hanging on all walls, richly glazed 
ceramics and jewellery. 

Even if you’re not restoring anything, The 
Restorers Barn, is the ideal place for retro rummagers. 
It’s a big space and it’s chock-a-block with quirky 
collectables, crystal doorknobs, porcelain, brass 
fittings and handles, lamps and more. 

Like so many places today, Castlemaine seems 
fuelled by coffee and conversation and there are 
plenty of options. In Mostyn Street, Saffs is a cosy 
local that always seems busy with its country 
breakfasts, vegetarian, and vegan options. If it’s sunny 
there’s a deck and a big garden.  

Togs Café, just across from the Town Hall, is 
another favourite, and next door is Mulberry’s Deli, 
ideal for picnic supplies (local and French cheeses, 
good bread and more).  

And for something completely different, there’s 
always Johnny Baker’s Drive-In patisserie, in Barker 
Street. The French pastries here are highly 
recommended (we tested a lot!) and Johnny is a ray  
of sunshine. 

survived quite a few incarnations but is now firmly 
ensconced as the city’s cultural hub. 

When the 10-day Castlemaine State Festival is on 
each March – an event showcasing works from the 
region’s finest artists and performing arts companies 
– festivalgoers will usually congregate here to imbibe, 
discuss, or just chill out. 

The theatre also shows the latest movies, has a 
programme of live music events and a very cool 
espresso and wine bar. 

Bistro Lola is another of the Royal’s charms, a 
diminutive but perfect Italian-inspired eatery, open 
for dinner, and reasonably priced. 

Castlemaine seems to specialise in specialist shops 
– quirky, vintage, recycled and one-offs. For 
fashionistas there’s Opus Belle, with its jewel-like 

Exotic fare at Wesley Hill 
Community Market

Handicrafts for sale at 
Castlemaine Artists Market

Wesley Hill Community Market

J oin the locals at this community market, which has been taking place 
every Saturday from 9am   to 1pm since 1975 and it does have a bit of 

a hippy vibe. Arrive early if you’re wanting fresh-grown produce – it can 
sell out quickly – but there are also plants, pottery and crafts. Then settle 
in for a yarn and a “wood-fired coffee” or a chai tea. There’s a heady 
fragrance of Turkish fare, organic yum cha from Treasures of the Orient 
and lovely local honey. 
n On the corner of Duke and Van Heurck streets. 

Castlemaine Artists 
Market 

Taking place o n the first Sunday of 
every month (9am to 2pm), the 

region’s flourishing arts and crafts 
community means this is an especially 
busy and buzzy market – there are 
literally dozens of stallholders. 
Handcrafted leather, children’s toys, 
jewellery, home-made food and more, 
not to mention delicious bites to eat, and 
live performances.
n On Western Reserve, Forest Street.



High on the hill overlooking Castlemaine stands the handsome historic 
home, Buda. Two generations of the artistic Leviny family lived at Buda 

for more than 118 years. Today the house is a time capsule, offering a 
glimpse of another world and another era.

In 1852, as word of the Victorian goldrush spread worldwide, Hungarian-
born jeweller and silversmith, Ernest Leviny, set sail from England with four 
labourers and equipment to make his fortune on the goldfields. As it 
happened, he had the wrong equipment and his labourers soon deserted. 
But Leviny had skill, ambition and vision and he established a jewellery 
business.  Soon he was winning commissions for his fine work in silver and 
gold, making a name for himself in the young colony.

In 1864 Leviny married Bertha Hudson, an Australian girl from Tasmania, 
and they moved into a bungalow-style house, Delhi Villa, built in 1861.  
Leviny began creating a grand garden and later extending the house, 
renaming it ‘Buda’, after Budapest where he had trained.

Leviny and Bertha had 10 children and five of their daughters never 
married. By 1905, when he died, he was one of the wealthiest men in 
Castlemaine. His wife and daughters updated the house, re-designing it in 
the fashionable Arts and Crafts style. The girls were wealthy enough to stay 
at home and pursue their artistic interests – needlework, photography, 
painting, woodwork and languages. 

Hilda Leviny, the last of the daughters, lived in the house until 1981, when 
she died age 98.  That is the house we can see today – a time capsule of 
the family’s life. Paintings, silverwork, woodwork and some marvellous 
photos from the 1860s are on display. It’s a good idea to join a tour for a 
fascinating insight.

The garden itself, spread across 1.2 hectares, is heritage listed. 
Depending on the season you visit you will see a very different version. 
Seasons here can be harsh – with long hot summers and icy winters. 

Spring, with its masses of bulbs 
is one of the loveliest. 

There’s a plant nursery, and on 
our visit, a little caravan serving 
coffee and muffins, with tables in 
the sunshine. You can also picnic 
in the grounds. 
n Buda Historic Home and 
Garden, 42 Hunter Street. 
Open Wednesday to Sundays. 
Web:  budacastlemaine.org

Two generations of the artistic 
Leviny family lived at Buda for 

more than 118 years

Buda Historic Home offers a glimpse into another era...

Above (far left to 
right): A coffee 
caravan; exploring 
the gallery at  
Castlemaine Art 
Museum

Left: Das 
Kaffeehaus – a 
charming Viennese 
coffee house; and 
(below) alfresco 
diners outside  
The Empyre 
Boutique Hotel
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Culture vultures are also spoilt for choice here, as 
the city is home to one of Victoria’s most delightful 
small regional galleries. Castlemaine Art Museum was 
established in 1913, in a handsome 1931-purpose-built 
gallery with a distinctive Art Deco façade. The 
collection is notable for its late 1800s and Edwardian 
works by some of Australia’s major artists, as well as 

contemporary works. There are also changing 
exhibitions. It’s quite a little gem and well worth 
paying a visit.

TAKE ME TO THE MILL 
After the goldrush subsided, other industries moved 
into Castlemaine, including breweries, foundries 

After the gold rush, other  
industries moved in – breweries, 

foundries and a woollen mill

Buda is an authentic  
goldfields villa house

The elegant lounge room



railway buffs – and those who just love a steam train –  
can board the old victorian Goldfields railways that 

steams its way from castlemaine through the countryside 
to the heritage township of Maldon and back. 

The trip takes around 45 minutes. You can time it to 
spend two hours exploring Maldon before the return trip. 
There are family carriages and two First class carriages, 
one edwardian and one fitted out in Art deco style, where 
you can even order a drink from the bar. The train runs 
sundays, Wednesdays and saturdays in school holidays 
(check the website first). it’s best to book ahead.
www.vgr.com.au
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Right: The historic 
visitor information 
building beside  
Castlemaine Market

Clockwise from top 
left: The entrance 
into Buda Historic 
Home; the Bridge 
Hotel – the go-to 
place for live music; 
and the Midland 
Hotel’s wrought-iron 
lacework verandah 

and Nusskipferl – yummy hazelnut and walnut 
crescents. “Would you like Schnapps with that?” 
“Why not, we say!” 

It’s best to check all the times for the shops and 
providores at The Mill, as some are weekend only. 

While you are at The Mill it’s definitely worth 
crossing the road and strolling around the Botanic 

Gardens, a lovely park established in the 1850s, and 
designed by famed botanist Baron von Mueller. 
Ducks swim on the pond, and there are lovely old 
shade trees and grassy picnic spots. 

Castlemaine is around 90 minutes drive west of 
Melbourne. Or if you fancy sitting back and letting 
someone else do the work you can hop on a train 
from Melbourne’s Southern Cross railway station and 
be here in about the same time. 

   It’s worth strolling around the 
Botanic Gardens, a lovely park 

established in the 1850s 
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and a woollen mill. The latter, now known as The 
Mill, has been reimagined as an arts precinct and is a 
hive of activity, about 15 minutes’ walk from the 
centre of town, opposite the Botanic Gardens. 

The 1870s building houses studios, workshops, the 
Vintage Bazaar  – an absolute treasure trove of retro, 
recycled and the unexpected – and Platform No. 5, 
which has yet more quirky, curious, vintage and 
handmade finds, from kimonos to coffee tables.  

Naturally, there is food. From a hole in the wall, 
Sprout Bakery sells delicious handmade breads. 
Oakwood Smallgoods has a range of artisan 
smallgoods, including prosciutto, sausages and cured 
meats. And if you enjoy a refreshing ale, Castlemaine’s 
Shedshaker Brewing is serving their hand-crafted, 
small batch beer at The Taproom, another favourite 

with the locals. We thought we’d seen all that The 
Mill had to offer, but we could hear a definite buzz 
and when we walked around a corner, there it was 
– Das Kaffeehaus, a Viennese coffee house. 

Industrial steel beams span the lofty industrial brick 
building, but in the centre hangs a vast glittery 
chandelier. Beneath it is a red leather banquette, 
surrounded by Bentwood chairs and little marble-
topped tables. 

Staff are dapper with vests, bow ties  
and ankle-length aprons. Outside, a boldly striped  
red and white awning runs the length of the building, 
shading tables.

It’s very Mittel European and the menu leans that 
way too – smoked liverwurst in a Kaiser roll, 
Hungarian-style beef goulash and Lemon Kugelhopf 

Railway buffs can ride on  
a steam train to Malden 


